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April 28, 1970 


MEMORANDUM OF MEETING 

PRESENT: The President, Secretary of State, Secretary 

of Defense, Attorney General 

SUBJECT: Cambodia /South Vietnam 


The subject meeting was held in the Oval Office of 
The President on Tuesday, April 28, 1970, commencing at 
10:20 a.m, and lasting for approximately twenty minutes. 

The President stated that the purpose of the meeting was 
to advise those present of the decisions he had reached with 
respect to the developing situation in South Vietnam and Cambodia. 
The President further stated that he had had the subject under 
constant consideration for the past ten days and had taken into 
consideration all of the information provided by the Director of 
Central Intelligence, the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Admiral McCain 
and his staff at the briefing in Hawaii. The President further 
stated that, in arriving at his decision, he had taken into 
consideration the positions taken by the Secretary of State and 
Secretary of Defense in opposition to the use of U.S. Forces 
in Cambodia and the fact that Dr. Kissinger was leaning against 
the recommendation of such use. 

The President further stated that the previous day he had 
made certain inquiries of Ambassador Bunker and General 
Abrams. The President read his communication to Ambassador 
Bunker and the Ambassador’s reply received late Monday evening. 

The President further stated that, based upon his review of 
the general Cambodian situation, he had decided not to change the 
current U.S. position with respect to military assistance to 
Cambodia or his authorization for the ARVN operation in the 
Parrot's Beak. The President further stated that he had decided 
to confirm the authorization for a combined U.S./GVN operation 
against COSVN headquarters in Fish Hook in order to protect U.S. 
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Forces in South Vietnam. The President expressed the opinion 
that the COSVN operation was necessary in order to sustain the 
continuation of the Vietnamization Program and would possibly 
help in, but not detract from, U.S. efforts to negotiate peace. 

The President further stated that he had taken into 
consideration, in arriving at his decisions, the probable adverse 
reaction in some Congressional circles and some segments of 
the public. The President further stated that, in order to 
establish the record of the events leading to his decisions and 
the advice he had received concerning the subject matter thereof, 
the previous evening he had dictated a tape which included the 
contrary recommendations of the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of Defense. 

At the close of the President’s statements he left the Oval 
Office to attend another meeting in the Cabinet Room. There 
was no discussion of the subject matter of the meeting by the 
others in attendance during the presence of the President. 
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